




Notice of Preparation of an EIR - Stage Gulch Organics Corrpost Facility 

The Project Proponent contends that the cTAP composting system designed by Green Mountain 

Technologies (GMT} is designed as a cost-effective system for controlling potential environmental 

impacts including stormwater contamination and odors while maintaining optimal pile conditions during 

composting. The pile configuration would be in a circle divided into four quarters, which are individually 

self-contained. The Project's cTAP system would combine efficient turning with watering systems and 

biofilters, supported by a computerized reversing aeration control technology to optimize composting 

conditions for a II types of feedstocks on the sma II est footprint. 

As required by the state, the facility would implement a comprehensive Odor Impact Minimization Pian 

(01 MP} that includes operationa I controls to minimize the potentia I for offsite odors. Operationa I 

controls would include the following: 

• Use of woodchip biofilters and biocovers; 

• Processing any particularly odorous materia Is or loads as soon as possible upon receipt at the 

Facility; 

• Monitoring weather conditions and modifying operations as needed (e.g., cease operations in 

high winds}; 

• Careful management of the composting process including maintaining proper carbon to 

nitrogen levels, maintaining adequate oxygen and moisture levels, and active monitoring of 

temperature and oxygen conditions; and 

• Good housekeeping practices throughout the facility. 

Separate from the composting operation, an Agricultura I Products Pad is proposed to allow for the 

development of custom blends, planter mixes, storage of amendments and stabilized compost, and 

other agricultural products for use in the local agricultural community. 

Requested Permits and Entitlements 

Permits and approvals from Sonoma County and other agencies would be necessary prior to the 

development of the Project. The Project would require a Conditiona I Use Permit, design and site plan 

review and approval, partial rescission of the Williamson Act Contract on the 384.57-acre property, and 

other approvals/permits such as grading and erosion control permits, building permits, and road 

improvement approvals. The Project would also require a Full Solid Waste Facility Permit for a 

Composta ble Materia Is Handling Facility from the Sonoma County Department of Environmenta I Hea Ith 

(the Local Enforcement Agency} with concurrence from the Department of Resources Recycling & 

Recovery (CalRecyle}. 

Additiona I subsequent a pprova Is and permits required from other agencies include an Authority to 

Construct and Permit to Operate (ATC/PTO} from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, Waste 

Discharge Requirements from the San Francisco Bay Regiona I Water Quality Control Boa rd (SFRWQCB }, 

and an encroachment permit for road improvements from the California Department ofTransportation. 

The project would result in fill of jurisdictional wetlands and/or other waters of the U.S. or state 

(estimated to be less than0.5 acres}, requiring the project applicant to provide the necessary permit 
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Notice of Preparation of an EIR - Stage Gulch Organics Corrpost Facility 

application/notification materials to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for a Clean Water Act Section 404 

permit, to the SFRWQCB for Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification, and to the 

California Department ofFish and Wildlife for a Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement, as 

applicable. 

Project Alternatives 

The El R will evaluate a reasonable range of project alternatives, including the required No Project 

Alternative. One alternative would include a reduced-footprint configuration that could be approved 

without removal of the Project from its Williamson Act contract. 

Potential Environmental Effect Areas 

The El R will describe the reasonably foreseeable and potentially significant adverse effects of the Project 

(both direct and indirect}. The El R also will evaluate the cumulative impacts of the project when 

considered in conjunction with other related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects. 

The County anticipates that the proposed project could result in potentially significant environmental 

impacts in the following topic areas, which will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

■ AestheticsNisua I ■ Hydrology and Water Quality 
■ Agriculture and Forestry Resources ■ Land Use and Planning 

■ Air Quality ■ Noise 
■ Biological Resources ■ Transportation 
■ Cultural Resources ■ Triba I Cultura I Resources 
■ Energy ■ Utilities and Service Systems 
■ Greenhouse Gas Emissions ■ Wildfire 
■ Hazardsand Hazardous Materials ■ Cumulative Effects 

As environmental documentation for this project is completed, it will be available for review at the County's 

PRMD offices located at 2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, and online at: 

https://sonoma county. ca .gov /PRM D /Pia nning/Sta ge-G ulch-Orga nics-Com post-Facility/ 

Note that as long as Shelter in Place is in effect and the Permit Sonoma offices remain closed, documents 

will only be available online, or through other arrangement with the project planner. 
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Figure 2 
Project Area Map 
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